
OLD SAYBROOK BOARD OF EDUCATION 
50 Sheffield St. 

Old Saybrook CT  06475 
(860) 395-3157 

 
The Old Saybrook Board of Education met in Regular Session on Tuesday, November 10, 2015, at the Old Saybrook Public 
Schools Central Office, Old Saybrook, CT 06475. 
 
Board Members Others  
Mario Gaboury  Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools 
Eileen Baker Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities and Finance   
George Chang Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment  
Philip Broadhurst Kathy Bai, Director of Pupil and Professional Services   
Kelley Kennedy Sheila Riffle, Principal at Old Saybrook High School 
Joanne Sullivan Joseph Anastasio, Associate Principal at Old Saybrook High School 
Holly King Mandy Ryan, Principal at Old Saybrook Middle School 
Vito Savino Matt Walton, Associate Principal at Old Saybrook Middle School 
 Heston Sutman, Principal at Kathleen E. Goodwin School  
  
        

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Chairman Gaboury called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.  

 
II. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS  

 
Audience of Citizens 
 
No citizens addressed the Board of Education 
 
Correspondence 
 
There was no correspondence read into the minutes. The clipboard was passed.  

 
Student Representatives 
 
The student representatives reported the following: 
 
• Interact Club and Ecology club started Jingle Bell Run 5K Preparation. The event is on December 5, 2015 
• The fall play, Almost Maine, was a success  
• Field Hockey lost in the first round of the state tournament to Haddam Killingworth  
• Boys soccer won their first state tournament game of the year 
• The new flat screen televisions in the Highs School came into operation this week. They have been useful to 

help students see morning news and the schedule for the day  
• Yesterday two guest speakers presented to the Junior and Senior class. One speaker was a holocaust survivor 

and the other was a veteran from World War II. The experience was very educational and appreciated by the 
student body.  

• The Superintendent/Principal Student Advisory Committee has met twice. Results of safe school climate 
survey from last year were discussed.  

• Conditioning for winter sports starts this week.  
• The High School band and chorus are preparing to play/sing for visiting veterans on Veteran’s Day.  
 
Chairman Gaboury recognized Student Representative Kiwon Dionne-Jee for achieving the rank of Eagle Scout 
during the fall.  

 
Chairman Gaboury also congratulated James Henderson for his election to the Board of Education.  
 
Mr. Henderson introduced himself to the Board of Education and expressed his eagerness to join the group.   
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Baker/Sullivan 
 



   

“Move to approve the minutes of the October 27, 2015, Board of Education special meeting as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (6-0-2)  
 
Board Members King and Savino abstained.  

 
IV. EDUCATIONAL ISSUES 

 
Town Hall Nutmeg Connection Presentation 

 
Municipal Information Technology Manager Larry Haden presented a state grant to the Board of Education, which 
will connect Old Saybrook Town Hall to the Nutmeg Network; a state-owned high-speed, fiber optic network. 
This connection will take place by leveraging state-owned equipment and fiber optic cabling that is already in 
place at the old Saybrook School District Central Office building. Technically, this circuit is separate and distinct 
and in no way would connect to the school’s data network, but would merely provide the town with an access 
point to the Nutmeg Network. This process will not cost the school district any money and will allow Town Hall 
to gain high speed, high availability access to the internet, as well as partnering with Nutmeg Network connected 
vendors for cloud based applications and services.  
 
Monetary Donation – OSHS Chamber Choir 
 
The Old Saybrook High School Music Department has been offered a monetary donation of $2,500.00 with the 
intention that the money be used to offset the individual cost of the Chamber Choir Field Trip Request to Vermont 
on April 15 and April 16. According to Board of Education Policy Series 3000 Gifts, Grants, and Bequests to the 
District, any gift valued over $500.00 presented to the school district must be brought to the Board for official 
action and recognition.  
 
Kennedy/Baker 
 
“Move to accept the anonymous monetary donation as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 
 
Field Trip Request – OSHS Chamber Choir 
 
Old Saybrook High School Music Teacher Jeremy Milton presented a field trip opportunity for the High School 
Chamber Choir to the Board of Education. Mr. Milton explained that the Old Saybrook High School Chamber 
Choir is studying a piece of music called "Far Heaven" by contemporary Vermont composer, Don Jamison. The 
Chamber Choir has the opportunity to travel to Burlington, Vermont to participate in a workshop with Dr. 
Jamison, as well as perform a collaborative concert with the Hazen-Union High School Choir. Chamber Singers 
will travel to Hardwick, VT on the morning of Friday, April 15th to rehearse with the HUHS students and then 
travel to Burlington, VT for a workshop and combined concert. On Saturday morning, April 16th the Choir will 
leave Burlington for Boston, MA for dinner and cultural opportunities. On this trip, students will collaborate with 
a published composer in addition to a high school choir. 
 
Baker/King 
 
“Move to approve the Old Saybrook High School Chamber Choir Field Trip as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 

 
Equipment Donation – WFSB News Equipment 
 
Old Saybrook Middle School has been offered news equipment from WFSB TV Channel 3. A breakdown of the 
equipment and their respective cost is as follows:  
 
• 2 AJA SDI/HDMI converters - $1,200.00 
• 1 Panasonic AG-HPX170 Camera - $1,200.00 
• Lowell Lights and Stands and reflectors - $1,000.00 
• 2 Monitors - $100.00 
• 2 Digital to analog converters - $500.00 
• 2 Lav Mics hardwired - $600.00 



   

 
According to Board of Education Policy Series 3000 Gifts, Grants, and Bequests to the District, any gift presented 
to the school district valued at more than $500.00 must be brought to the Board for official action and recognition.  
 
Kenney/Sullivan 

 
 “Move to accept the WFSB equipment donation as presented” 
  
 MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 
 

Coaching and Extra Curricular Evaluation Process 
 
Superintendent Perruccio informed the Board of Education that the Mr. Mauri, the District’s Athletic Director, 
was recovering from emergency surgery and would be unable to present on this topic.  
 
Chairman Gaboury postponed this topic until the December 8, 2015, Regular Board Meeting.  
 
Assessment Review 
 
Curriculum, Instruction and Assessment Director Amity Goss presented a detailed overview and summary of the 
district’s Smarter Balanced Assessments. Director Goss also walked the Board through a practice math test, and its 
features and an assessment of the test from the student perspective. These assessments were administered to 
students in grades 3 through 8 and grade 11 in the spring of 2015. In developing the Smarter Balanced Assessment 
standards, there was a heavy emphasis on multiple sources of evidence, meaning that a single score could not be 
used as the sole factor in evaluating the progress of a student, educator or school. The following notes were made 
by Director Goss during her presentation:   
 
• Old Saybrook student performance in English language arts (ELA) is well-aligned to the DIBELS universal 

screenings in grades 2 & 3; other English language arts assessments showed higher percentages of students 
meeting targets. 

• In Old Saybrook Public Schools, the Smarter Balanced Assessment is the only universal measure of 
mathematical performance until the SAT. 

• CT Academy Science Test results are predictive of Old Saybrook students' CMT and CAPT Science 
performance. 

 
Statewide, as well as in Old Saybrook, in levels 3 and 4 English Language scores were higher than mathematics. 
In looking at this trend, it was found that more instructional time is devoted to English Language than 
mathematics and universal assessments of English language is conducted more than three times as often as 
mathematics. The instructional shifts in Mathematics proved to be larger hurdles than shifts in language arts, with 
some courses being completely overhauled with pedagogical shifts and content shifts. Grade 11 scores were not 
aligned with the scores in grades 3 through 8. Students in grade 11 had significantly less instruction aligned with 
the Connecticut Core Standards than students in grades 3 through 8. The Connecticut State Department of 
Education recently voted to administer the SAT, rather than the Smarter Balanced Assessment, in grade 11. The 
first statewide administration of the SAT will be on March 2, 2016.   
 
Moving forward, the district is considering the following instructional changes: 
 
• Adoption of a research-based mathematics program, aligned to the Standards 
• Integration of content-area topics to maximize instructional time 
• Adoption of a K - 12 universal screening assessment in math and English Language arts 
• Use of data, including classroom performance, work samples, and assessments to personalize and drive 

instruction 
 

2015-2016 Budget Update 
 
Director Pendleton presented on the state of the budget at the close of the first quarter. It is anticipated that there 
are approximately $369,869 of unencumbered funds that will be needed to complete the school year.  The District 
also expects to receive excess cost and agency placement money for this fiscal year of approximately $390,000 
based on receiving 70% of our expenditures reimbursed that are above the state agency placed and local placed 
thresholds. The second quarter projection will have more definitive grant funds expected.  Based on this 
projection, expected revenue and other purchases to be made we are in a stable financial status at this time.  
 



   

Superintendent Perruccio added that the Administration is encouraging teachers to encumber funds as they need 
them instead of once or twice at the beginning of the school year.  
 
Old Saybrook Middle School Roof Project – Allied Restoration Invoice 

 
Allied Restoration Inc. has submitted an Application for Payment for work performed in August for project 106-
0040.   Application # 005 is being requested in the amount of $44,508.66, which represents equipment, and labor, 
warranty and close out work. The balance to finish including retainage is $64,226.30.  This invoice has been 
reviewed by the Facilities Committee and has been recommended to the Board of Education for approval. 
 
Kennedy/Sullivan 
 
“Move that the Board of Education approve Invoice #005 for project number 106-0040 to Allied 
Restoration in the amount of $44,508.66”  
 
MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 
 
Soil Testing for Water Disposal – Project Continued 
 
The Board of Education was updated on the progress that has taken place on the Old Saybrook High School fields 
regarding the test areas that WPCA has conducted. The initial testing required by the State of Connecticut 
Department of Environmental Protection was completed and disturbed areas were repaired satisfactorily. The 
second phase of the testing will be underway during the week of November 13th starting on or about the 11th of 
November.  This phase will be less disruptive to the fields.  The need for these test areas is for the measurement of 
ground water and flow of the water.  All test wells will be dug in areas that are not directly part of any of the 
playing fields and there will be approximately 8 inches of disruption in diameter.  The most difficult part of this 
project will be getting the well drilling equipment to the locations that have been specified.  There will be 
approximately two wells that will be approximately 15 feet and six test wells that will be less than the 15 feet in 
depth.  All wells will be sub-grade and not visible in any way.  We will notify WPCA that there are still three 
sports practicing so they will not be able to work past 2:30 in the day.  The athletic director has been notified and 
the groundskeeper will work with the WPCA to ensure that the equipment is properly directed when the work is 
taking place.  All schedules for work performed will be worked out with the town and appropriate Board 
employees.  
 
2016 Board of Education Meeting Calendar Approval 
 
The Board of Education reviewed a proposed meeting schedule for the 2016 calendar year. Per Board of 
Education bylaws, a schedule of meetings must be submitted to the Town Clerk by November 30. The meeting 
calendar was developed in conjunction with the 2016-2017 academic calendar to avoid scheduled holidays. The 
proposed meeting schedule for 2016 is as follows: 
 
• January 5, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m.  
• January 19, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m.  
• February 2, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m.  
• February 23, 2016 @ 5:30 p.m. (BOE/Superintendent Leadership Evaluation Meeting) 
• March 8, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m.  
• March 22, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m.  
• April 5, 2016 @7:30 p.m. (Superintendent’s Year in Review – Q&A) 
• April 19, 2016 @7:30 p.m.  
• May 3, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m. (Superintendent’s Annual Evaluation) 
• May 17, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m.  
• June 7, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m. 
• June 21, 2016 @7:30 p.m. (If necessary) 
• September 6, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m.  
• September 20, 2016 @ 5:30 p.m. (Fall Leadership Evaluation) 
• October 4, 2016 @7:30 p.m.  
• October 18, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m.  
• November 8, 2016 @7:30 p.m. 
• November 22, 2016 @7:30 p.m.  
• December 6, 2016 @ 7:30 p.m.  
 



   

Baker/King 
 
“Move to approve the 2016 Board of Education meeting calendar as presented” 
 
MOTION: CARRIED (7-1-0) 
 
Board Member Savino opposed. 
 
Employee Letter of Disclosure 
 
The Board received a letter from employee Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities and Finance 
indicating that there are vendors for whom the district does business that employ members of her family. Her letter 
of disclosure, dated October 2, 2015, indicates that members of her family continue to be employed in the 
equivalent capacity by the same vendors who do business with the school district. The Town Code of Ethics and 
the Old Saybrook Town Charter, as well as consultation with the District’s attorney, determined this letter of 
notification meets disclosure requirements and that no further action is required. 

 
V. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS  

 
Audience of Citizens 
 
No citizens addressed the Board of Education 

 
VI. REMINDERS 

 
• CABE/CAPSS Conference – November 20 – November 21 
• Board of Education Meeting – November 24, 2015  – 7:30 p.m. CANCELLED  
• Smarter Balanced Assessment Community Conversation – November 30, 2015 – 7:15 p.m. 
• Special Board of Education Meeting – December 1, 2015 – 7:30 p.m.  
• Special Board of Education Meeting – December 7, 2015 – 6:15 p.m.  
• Board of Education Meeting – December 8, 2015  – 7:30 p.m. 

 
VII. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Gaboury/Sullivan 
 

“Move to adjourn at 9:46 p.m.” 
 

MOTION: CARRIED (8-0-0) 
 
 

  
Karen Brodeur, Secretary 
Old Saybrook Board of Education 

 
Minutes recorded and typed by: 
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant 
 
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting  


